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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PENINSULA FAMILY SERVICE CLOSES PLAZA CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER IN REDWOOD CITY

CLOSURE IS THE RESULT OF 11% STATE BUDGET CUTS TO EDUCATION

SAN MATEO, CA (July 5, 2011)— Peninsula Family Service will permanently close its Plaza Child Development Center (Plaza) in Redwood City on July 29, 2011. The closure is the result of the 11% cuts to education in the state budget. Plaza opened 15 years ago and currently serves 24 children each year, preparing them for kindergarten. While many other child development and education sites will reduce the extent of services at existing sites, Peninsula Family Service chose to maintain the breadth and quality of the services offered at its remaining sites but will serve fewer children. 

Peninsula Family Service President Laurie Wishard and the Peninsula Family Service Board agreed to take action at a time when the transition will be easiest for the families and staff affected. “By closing Plaza now, we are trying to do what is best for everyone involved. Many of our children at Plaza will enter kindergarten programs this year, and for the remaining children, we will be able to offer them spaces at our other sites due to graduations. Natural turnovers in staff at this time of year will allow us to offer Plaza teachers employment at our other child development centers, and we are working hard to assist the rest of the staff with their job searches. While we are disheartened by the closure, we did not want to jeopardize the quality of our other child development and education programs, many of which serve children in the most vulnerable populations, including homeless and special needs children, by trying to spread the cuts over all the centers.”

In the wake of this decision, parents at Plaza have been contacted individually to discuss options and concerns. An enrollment counselor will be on-site for several days to offer personalized plans and assistance to families with children currently enrolled, and Peninsula Family Service is making efforts to find care for the students about to enter kindergarten until the start of the academic year. Peninsula Family Service plans to continue its regular services at its other child development and education sites. 


About Peninsula Family Service

Peninsula Family Service, a private nonprofit organization headquartered in San Mateo, California, has provided life-changing skills and resources for communities throughout the Peninsula for more than 60 years. Serving nearly 20,000 people annually, Peninsula Family Service provides a comprehensive array of multi-generational programs – in multiple languages – to all children, families and older adults who need a hand-up, not a handout, regardless of their ability to pay. Programs include child development, financial empowerment and career    re-training for older adults. For more information, visit www.peninsulafamilyservice.org.
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